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Abstract 

In no more than one page, describe the introduction, research question or 

aims, methods, findings, discussion, and then the general conclusion. In general, 

identify the scope of the study, the research method (qualitative, quantitative, 

mixed and the tradition of inquiry; e.g., qualitative study using narrative inquiry), 

how this study is set apart from previous studies, and how this study contributes 

to the field of study. Key results and findings should be highlighted, followed by a 

statement(s) about your conclusion(s).  
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Preface 

Include the following within no more than one page: 

Student statement, including Ethics Approval, and if the student gave 

presentations or published articles.  

This [thesis or dissertation] is the original, unpublished, independent work 

by the author, Student Name.  

This study was approved by the Research Ethics Board, Office of 

Research Services, Nipissing University, provide the ethics application number. If 

Ethics approval was required by other institutions, this information must also be 

included.  

Preliminary findings of this study were presented at these [indicate 

number, one, two, three] conferences:  

[give title of conference or association, type of presentation (e.g., juried 

paper panel presentation), at city, province, date, title of student’s presentation.]  

Findings were also presented at the [give title of organization or 

conference, location, and date] poster sessions: title of student’s poster.  
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Introduction  

Broad overview and introductory information that highlights the field and 

focus of the study. Provide definitions relevant and specific to the field and how 

those definitions and/or terms will be applied to the study and used throughout 

the thesis or MRP. Provide citations/sources for definitions. Present a detailed 

literature review. A condensed version of the literature review will be present in 

the manuscript section that is intended for publication. Present the research 

problem, research questions, hypotheses, and justification for the study as 

necessary and applicable. 

References 

Beginning on a new page, the references for this section should be listed 

here as per a standard style model, such as APA, Oxford, Chicago, CSE, AMA, 

ACS, or Bluebook.  
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Study 1: Declaration Page 

Include the following within a single paragraph on this page: 1) Indicate if the 

manuscript is submitted for publication in a journal or other route of 

dissemination. 2) Declare the state of the review process (i.e., submitted, under 

revision, accepted etc.). 3) Indicate the level of involvement by the student 

author, and the members of the supervisory committee, in the project including 

the design, testing, analyses, and manuscript preparation. 

4) If submitted for publication then indicate the authors, date, and publication 

outlet.  
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Title Page 

Beginning with the title page, insert the manuscript for publication in an accepted 

format within the field of study. For example, APA, Oxford, Chicago, CSE, AMA, 

ACS, or Bluebook. 

 

Table: The following table includes examples of headers for manuscripts with 

various structures within each column. The following are intended as examples 

only because some headers may not apply to a specific project. Some projects 

may have human participants or secondary data sources while other projects 

might only involve non-human data. The order in which these headers appear 

are intended as exemplars. 

Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 

Title Page Title Page Title Page 

Abstract Abstract Abstract 

Introduction Introduction Introduction 

Methods Methods Methods 

Participants Recruitment or Sampling Results 

Apparatus Ethics Statements Discussion 

Procedure Data Analysis Conclusion 

Data Reduction Results References 

Statistics Participant Demographics Tables 

Results Discussion Figures 

Discussion Conclusion  

Conclusion References  

References Author Note  

Author Note Footnotes  

Footnotes Tables  

Tables Figures  

Figures   
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Example Header Listing: 
Abstract 

Introduction 

Methods 

Results 

Discussion 

Conclusions 

References 

Table(s) 

Figure(s) 

Verify the terms and conditions for use and reproduction to comply with 

copyright when reproducing any visual images, figures, photographs, charts, or 

tables from published material. Always check the terms and conditions for use 

and reproduction that the content (visual or textual) found through a Google 

search can be freely used. If you include photographs from an unpublished 

source (e.g., photos from a friend, relative, study participant, or colleague), you 

must obtain and then store written permission to use and reproduce the 

photograph. 

Follow these guidelines upon verifying or obtaining permission to use and 

reproduce any visual representations: Above the image, provide type of format, 

number, and title; For example: “Figure 1: Student grades (score) and ages 

(years) with standard error of the mean during a five-year period”, with the graph 

immediately below the title. Immediately below the image, provide the 

appropriate citation or indicate that the image is reproduced with the permission 

of [name of source]. 



   

 

5 

 

If you presented a model and then adapted or modified the concept to 

portray your data or findings, then provide a statement below the model. For 

example, “An adaptation of the [name of model], Smith (2008).”  
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Study 2+: Insert subsequent studies in the same manner as Study 1 

General Discussion 

Begin on a separate page and list as per a standard style model, such as APA, 

Oxford, Chicago, CSE, AMA, ACS, or Bluebook. 

Include sections on limitations and future research 

Conclusions 

Summarise the findings, indicate potential applications of the findings, and 

provide final comments. 

References 

Beginning on a new page, include the references for the works cited in the 

document discussion, general discussion, and conclusions. List the references 

as per a standard style model, such as APA, Oxford, Chicago, CSE, AMA, ACS, 

or Bluebook. 

Appendices 

Format guidelines for Appendices [if applicable]: 

Appendix A: [identify item, e.g., Recruitment flier; or Interview protocol]  

A separate page for each appendix; be sure to remove any identifying 

information, such as phone numbers, email addresses, or signatures on your 

recruitment information or your contact letter and letter of consent. 


