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Abstract

The Abstract, no more than one page, identify the scope of the study, (including,
if relevant, number of participants), the research method (qualitative, quantitative, mixed
and the tradition of inquiry — e.g., qualitative study using narrative inquiry), how this
study is set apart from previous studies, what/how this study contributes to the field of
study.

Key results and findings should be highlighted, followed by a statement(s) about

conclusion(s).



Preface [no more than one page]

Student statement, including Ethics Approval, and if the student gave
presentations or published articles.

This [thesis or dissertation] is the original, unpublished, independent work by the
author, Student Name.

This study was approved by the Research Ethics Board, Office of Research
Services, Nipissing University (provide the ethics application number). If Ethics approval
was required by other institutions, this information must also be included.

Preliminary findings of this study were presented at these [indicate number, one,
two, three] conferences:

[give title of conference or association, type of presentation (e.g., juried paper
panel presentation), at city, province, date, title of student’s presentation.]

Findings were also presented at the [give title of organization or conference,

location, and date] poster sessions: title of student’s poster.
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Chapter 1 Introduction
1.1 Overview

Broad overview and introductory information that highlights the field and focus
of the study.

1.2 Definitions

Definitions relevant and specific to the field and how those definitions and/or
terms will be applied to the study and used throughout the thesis/MRP. Provide
citations/sources for definitions.

1.3 Research Problem/ objectives and research questions
1.4 Research Design

Summary of the research methodology and why that specific approach was
selected, including how research approach sets this study apart from other studies on the
topic. Include details on method, including sampling, data collection, data analysis
[if applicable; identify, describe related or relevant theory from the research field that

will be applied to the research approach in this study]



Chapter 2 Literature Review
2.1 Introduction

2.2  Conceptual/ theoretical framework [if relevant; concepts or theories
grounded in in previous research that informed/guided the research approach of

this study]
2.2.1 [if relevant; identify or describe concept or theory as it applies to this study]

2.2.2 [if relevant; identify or describe concept or theory as it applies to this study;

include any additional concepts in subsequent subsections]
2.3  Review of literature (synthesised and critically appraised as relevant)

2.4 Summary



Chapter 3 Methodology/ Research design

3.1 Introduction/ overview of research design/ paradigm/ study objective
3.2  Research Design

3.3  Recruitment/ Sampling/ study site [if relevant to your study]

3.3.1 Sampling approach
3.3.2 Recruitment procedures

3.4 Data Collection Procedures
3.4.1 Data collection approach

Describe specific details or methods of data collection; describe ways in which
the data collection methods were consistent with and appropriate to your research
approach and method. Include any documents (such as interview or observation
protocols) used during data collection in the appendices. Describe method of electronic
data collection (recordings, video digital recorder), including devices used (e.g., Sony
digital recorder); explain where data were uploaded (e.g., laptop). Describe
method/approach for field notes during data collection and how those notes were used

and how they were securely stored.



3.4.2 [as relevant, provide as many sub-sections as necessary or appropriate to clearly
identify/describe each aspect of data collection procedures, characteristics, and design,
e.g.: Interview approach, structure, design; settings; debriefing; summaries;

observation(s); follow up interviews; saturation indicators]
3.5  Management of data

Steps and procedures taken to manage all data (print, electronic, digital, data on
devices) to maintain security, privacy, confidentiality during all phases of the study
(collection, analysis, writing). Steps/procedures put into place to manage, organize, and
prepare data for analysis throughout all stages of analysis.

3.6 Analysis Approach

Describe and explain your analysis approach that would be consistent and
appropriate to your research method and approach: field/ laboratory analysis, statistical
analyses, or qualitative analyses etc.

3.7 Ethics Approval [if relevant to your study]

Statement about ethics approval: date of approval; from the Nipissing University

Research Ethics Board; if applicable, indicate ethics approval(s) granted from other

institution(s).



Chapter 4 Results

4.1 Introduction

4.2 Profile of Participants/ description of sample [if relevant to your study]
4.3  Findings

If visual representations (tables, charts, models, etc.) are integrated in your
Results chapter, follow these format guidelines: above each visual aid indicate type of
visual representation, number, and title, for example: Table 1: Participant/ sample
Profile followed immediately below by the visual representation. Alternatively place all
tables, graphs, and charts at the end of the section or chapter. Make sure all are labelled

correctly with titles.

If you have created any visual representation as result of your data collected, this

should be explained and described in the preceding paragraph(s).

If you are reproducing any visual images, figures, photographs, charts, tables,
from published material, it is imperative to verify the terms and conditions for use and
reproduction to comply with copyright. Do not assume that content (visual or textual)
found through a Google search can be freely used; you must check the terms and
conditions for use and reproduction. If you include photographs from an unpublished
source (for example, from a friend, relative, study participant, colleague), then you must
obtain permission to use and reproduce the photograph.

Upon verifying or obtaining permission to use and reproduce any visual
representations, follow these guidelines: Above the image, provide type of format,

number, and title, for example: Graph 1: Student grades and ages during five-year



period, with the graph immediately below the title. Immediately below the image,
provide the appropriate citation and/or indicate that the image is reproduced with the
permission of [name of source].

If you have used a model, but taken the concept of the model to adapt and modify
it to portray your data/findings, provide a statement below the model: An adaptation of

the [name of model], Smith (2008).



Chapter 5 Discussion
51  Overview

5.2  Discussion if findings in relation to existing research evidence and theory as
relevant [provide as many sections and sub-sections as necessary to outline/highlight

discussion of study results]
53 Limitations

54 Conclusion



References [regardless of the citation style, the term used will be References]



Appendices [if applicable]

Format guidelines for Appendices:

Appendix A: [identify item, e.g.: Recruitment flier; or Interview protocol]

A separate page of each appendix; be sure to remove any identifying information,
such as phone numbers, email addresses, or signatures on your recruitment
information or your contact letter and letter of consent.



