

MOTION:
That Senate approve the addition of RLCT 2156 Religion, Justice and Animals to the RLCT curriculum. 
A) Descriptive Data:

	Course Code 
	RLCT 2156

	Course Title
	Religion, Justice and Animals

	Course Credits
	( 3 credits
( 6 credits
( Other  Click here to specify

	Course Description
	Threaded through most religious traditions has been a notion of justice concerning our responsibility to others. Students develop critical social justice tools for engaging with religious ideas specifically around our duty to non-human animals. Students consider the role of non-human animals, both literally and symbolically, in religious imaginaries and whether or not there is a meaningful difference between religious and secular considerations of non-human animals. 

 

	Course Prerequisite
	18 credits completed

	Course Corequisite
	N/A

	Antirequisite
	N/A

	Restriction
	Click here to enter Restriction

	Instructional Method
	(  
lecture ✓
(
laboratory work
( 
private study

( 
seminar

( 
practical work

(
independent study
	(  
tutorial

( 
studio work

(  
service learning

(  
clinical practice

(
online delivery

	Hours of contact time 
expected per week
	3 hours of lecture

	Hours of contact time 
expected per term
	36 hours

	Program Implications (ie. Does this program belong to a Group or Stream?)
	Does this course have program implications?
(  Yes 
(  No ✓
If yes, please specify:       

	Course Grouping or Stream
	Does this course belong to a Group or Stream?

(  Yes
(  No ✓
If yes, please specify:  click here to specify

	Cross-Listing 
	( ✓Cross-Listed - this course may be credited towards

Gender Equality and Social Justice

	Learning Outcomes 

(6-8 points, visible, measurable and in active voice)
	Students who successfully complete this course will demonstrate: 
1. an ability to recognize, analyze and evaluate key aspects of the role of non-human animals in a range of religious traditions. 

2. an ability to recognize, analyze and evaluate the implications of the ethical positions of a range of religious traditions towards non-human animals on the lives of those animals in the world today.

3. an ability to understand how ideas of the "non-human" in critical animal studies are informed by analyses of "the human" in critical race, gender, queer, and disability studies
4. an ability to engage in reasoned, evidence based verbal debate surrounding controversial issues in the burgeoning field of critical animal studies as it intersects with religious and social justice studies. 
5. an ability to construct and sustain well reasoned analytical arguments in

consistent, coherent and grammatical prose and express these

analyses across a range of formats from verbal debate/exchange in

class to submitted research essay

6. a clear understanding of the role of power in the

treatment of non-human animals. 
7. an ability to develop a clear and original thesis, relevant to the course topics, and apply appropriate research methods to support and defend that thesis in written form.



Rationale:

This course will contribute to a growing slate of social justice courses concerning critical animal studies in both the GESJ and RLCT curriculums. The course will complement the existing GEND 2086 Animal Rites course, which is described as follows: 

“What are animals? Are we really so very different from them? Aristotle was one of the first scientific observers of them; Rene Descartes thought they were best understood as machines; and in the West we seem to think of at least some of them as family. From the perspectives of religion and philosophy this course offers an introductory analysis of the human/animal relation informed by critiques of power, including gender and race. This course may be credited towards Philosophy and Religions and Cultures.”
The focus of the new course is primarily on the way in which animals have figured in different religious traditions, from animistic and indigenous religions to the five primary world religions. Of particular note in the new course will be the way in which different religious understandings of non-human animals has and continues to inform their treatment.  

Both the Departments of GESJ and RLCT are interested in building on their existing offerings in what is theoretically being referred to as Environmental Humanities. 
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