Update Course Description of HIST 4485: Environmental History
From

Current Description: Local food and local farms are newly popular. Yet few Canadians own enough land to contribute to more than a small part of their own survival. This is relatively recent - as late as 1941 a majority of Canadians lived in rural places. How and why have Canadians, Native and non-Natives, and Europeans before them, lost access to the resources of the land? How has direct access to sources of food and other subsistence resources been replaced by market-based systems of food production and distribution? What has been gained, and what has been lost? How has the radical separation of Canadians from land after World War II contributed to the economic dynamism, and also the insecurities, of life in Canada today?

To

New Description: Students engage with current scholarship in environmental history, covering topics like food & agriculture; health, the body, and the environment; natural resources; lakes, rivers and human society; and colonialism and the environment.  Students explore environmental history as a sub-field of history, focusing on the challenge it poses to other, human-centered subfields of history, and as an interdisciplinary field of study, with links to historical geography and the environmental sciences.

Rationale: The new course description is a minor modification to the previous description.  The modified description gives instructors greater latitude to shape the particularities of the course from year-to-year, especially important as the department now has two environmental historians.
