Memo To: The Faculty of Arts and Science Academic Regulations and Curriculum Committee (ARCC)

Memo From:  Dr. Tzvetalin S. Vassilev, Chair, Department of Comp. Science and Mathematics
Re:  Changing the course names and descriptions of COSC 1901 and COSC 1902

Date:  February 26, 2016
Motion:

To change the course names and the course descriptions of COSC 1901 and COSC 1902 as per the following
Rationale

These courses have undergone two minor revisions since 2003. The current proposals have been undertaken to reflect the following:

· Much research is conducted exclusively in the digital domain.

· Collaboration among researchers is an expected activity – even at great distances.

· A diverse range of digital devices and platforms are being used by researchers.

· Cloud computing has gained broad acceptance as research becomes a 24/7 activity.

· There is increasing demand for research results to appear in a range of media formats.

· Research results require an awareness of structure as they too become part of big data.

Proposed changes, along with existing descriptions, appear below.

New Name:

COSC 1901 – New Media Tools for Researchers
Old Name:

COSC 1901 – Computer Applications for Digital Scholarship
New Description:

This course examines New Media, its core concepts and application to research. Students encounter aspects of digital literacy necessary to support the creation of broadly distributed digital resources. They will also gain experience using contemporary tools in this process. Emphasis is placed on the demand for information delivery, using diverse media formats, across multiple operating platforms and digital devices. Students will further their grasp of course topics through a series of related lab activities.

Old Description:
This course examines core concepts and applications for digital scholarship. A primary focus is the creation of easily distributed, text-based digital resources. Context for such distribution is the Web, thus students are required to design and code suitable, standards-based documents using X/HTML and CSS. Extracting information from data will be explored through a number of important concepts in structured problem solving, database management and programming.
New Name:

COSC 1902 – Coding Techniques for Researchers
Old Name:

COSC 1902 – Scripting Applications for Digital Scholarship

New Description:
In the evolving world of new media, it is important that students extract information and meaning from large amounts of data. Students learn how to develop and apply programming skills in support of this objective. They also develop coding literacy skills to create interactive websites, read and explain the code structures and query data sources. Through a series of labs students, engage in hands-on activities that support critical course topics.
Old Description:
A logical extension of COSC1901 is the addition of website functionality through scripting. To this end, students acquire a useful set of skills by learning to program with JavaScript. Topics include program structure, data types, sequential, conditional and iterative constructs as well as coding, testing and debugging. Application of these skills are accomplished, in part, by creating simple web applications.
