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FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE

ACADEMIC REGULATIONS AND CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

A G E N D A

09 December, 2016
Room F214
1. Associate Dean’s welcome

2. Curriculum Proposals

3. Adjournment

Arts and Science Executive
FRIDAYS FROM 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM ROOM F303
December 16, 2016

January 13, 2017

February 3, 2017

March 3, 2017


USC Meetings:

December 6th at 10:30 am - Room F214

December 19th at 2:00 pm – Room F214

January 11th at 2:00 pm - Room F214

April 28, 2017
May 12, 2017

ARCC Meetings:

Friday December 9, 2016 10:00 am Room F214

Wednesday December 14, 2016 at 12:00 noon room F214
Friday December 16, 2016 10:00 am Room F214 cancelled
CURRICULUM PROPOSALS:
SOCIOLOGY & ANTHROPOLOGY
Motion # 1: 

Motions #1 and 2 were Deferred

Referred back

Seeking clarification on the course Title and Description for SOCI 2091 and SOCI 2092.

______________________, seconded by ___________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive to approve the change in the course description for SOCI 2091 Sociology for Educators:  Social Theory in Education under Sociology as outlined below.

From:

Old Course Descriptions

SOCI 2091 Sociology for Educators: Social Theory in Education
This course provides an introduction to social theory and its role in the evolution of the educational system.
To:

New Course Descriptions

SOCI 2091 Sociology for Educators: Social Theory in Education
Students examine education as a complex social institution that is influenced by, and reflects, wider society as viewed through the lens of sociological theory. Students learn about educational practices, policies, and norms are shaped by issues of inequality of opportunity, social mobility, reproduction of class, and education as an inherited advantage.

Rationale: 

The course descriptions for SOCI 2091 and SOCI 2092 are identical as they currently appear in the academic calendar. In addition, the lack of distinction is confusing and needs to be amended. Also, a more detailed description for each course will assist students in understanding the different foci of the two courses.    

Motion #2: 

_________________________, seconded by ____________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive to approve the change in the course description for SOCI 2092 Sociology for Educators: Social Issues in Education under Sociology as outlined below.
From:

Old Course Description:

SOCI 2092 Sociology for Educators: Social Issues in Education
This course provides an introduction to social theory and its role in the evolution of the educational system.
SOCI 2092 Sociology for Educators: Social Issues in Education
Students explore social issues related to the education system, from a sociological perspective. They study the social goals behind a formal education system, the influence of school structure, race and culture, gender, family influence, inequality of educational opportunity, and the relationship between teachers and students.
Rationale: 

As outlined above, the course descriptions for SOCI 2091 and SOCI 2092 are identical as they currently appear in the academic calendar. The lack of distinction is confusing and needs to be amended. Also, a more detailed description for each course will assist students in understanding the different foci of the two courses.    

Motion # 3:

________________________, seconded by ________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive to approve the change in the course prerequisite for 3-credit courses SOCI 4127 Advanced Social Data Analysis.”

Rationale: 

SOC4127 is a required course for students seeking an Honours degree in Sociology or Criminal, Justice. For two reasons the pre-requisite of SOC4127 needs to be changed. First, due to the shortage of faculty resources, the course will be cycled from September 2017 (being offered every second year). So, students finishing their second academic year in the program should be able to take SOC4127 in their third year. Second, each year there are requests from students to take SOC4127 in their third year of education right after they complete successfully SOC2126 and SOC217 ( two prerequisites of  SOC4127). To fill the shortage of faculty resources and to address students’ recurrent requests, SOC4127 needs to be opened to eligible students in their third-year of study. 
Old Prerequisites
SOCI-4127 Advanced Social Data Analysis
SOCI 2126 or SOCI 3126, and SOCI 2127 or SOCI 3127., Restricted to students in the fourth year of the Honours, Sociology program or Honours Criminal Justice programs and, who have completed 24 credits in Sociology and/or Criminal, Justice.
New Prerequisites
SOCI-4127 Advanced Social Data Analysis
SOCI 2126 and SOCI 2127. Restricted to students  enrolled in an Honours Sociology or Honours Criminal Justice program and, who have completed 54 credits in Sociology and/or Criminal, Justice. 
Motion #4:
_________________________, seconded by ____________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that the prerequisite for SOCI 4227: Science Technology and Environment be changed from:

“SOCI 2016 & SOCI 2017. Restricted to students in the fourth year of the Major, Specialization or Honours Specialization in Sociology and who have completed 24 credits in Sociology”

to

“SOCI 2016 & SOCI 2017. Restriction: 84 credits complete and must be enrolled in the Major, Specialization or Honours Specialization in Sociology or Anthropology. 

Motion #5:
___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that SOCI 4227: Science Technology and Environment be cross-listed with Anthropology.

Motion #6:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that SOCI 3007: Sociology of Consumer Culture be cross-listed with Anthropology.

Motion #7:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that the prerequisites for SOCI 4096: Honours Thesis I be changed from:

“Restricted to students in the fourth year of the Honours Sociology or Honours Criminal Justice programs and who have completed 24 credits in Sociology and/or Criminal Justice. Students wishing to take this course during the following Spring/Summer or Fall/Winter session must apply in writing to the discipline no later than February 15.”

to

“Restricted to students in the fourth year of an Honours Degree in Sociology or Criminal Justice or Anthropology. Students wishing to take this course during the following Spring/Summer or Fall/Winter session must apply in writing to the discipline no later than February 15.”

Motion# 8:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that SOCI 4096: Honours Thesis I be cross-listed with Anthropology.

Motion #9:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that the prerequisites for SOCI 4097: Honours Thesis II be changed from:

“SOCI 4096 with a minimum grade of 75%. Restricted to students in the fourth year of the Honours Sociology or Honours Criminal Justice programs and who have completed 24 credits in Sociology and/or Criminal Justice. Students wishing to take this course during the following Spring/Summer Summer or Fall/Winter session must apply in writing to the discipline no later than February 15.”

to

“SOCI 4096 with a minimum grade of 75%. Restricted to students in the fourth year of an Honours Degree in Sociology or Criminal Justice or Anthropology. Students wishing to take this course during the following Spring/Summer or Fall/Winter session must apply in writing to the discipline no later than February 15

Motion #10:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that SOCI 4097: Honours Thesis II be cross-listed with Anthropology.

Motion # 11:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that NATI 2005: Native Kinships with the Environment be cross-listed with Anthropology.

Motion # 12:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that GEOG 2017: Introduction to Geomatics be cross-listed with Anthropology. 

Preamble & Rationale:

The Department of Sociology and Anthropology is working toward the expansion of our Archaeology course offerings. The rationale for growing this component of the Anthropology program is twofold: increasing student interest and enrolment in our existing Archaeology courses, and 2) a direct response to requests made by the Algonquins of Ontario to provide academic programming that meets the goals of their communities. In 2015 the Algonquins of Ontario approached the Department of Sociology and Anthropology and expressed a need to train members of their communities to work as Archaeological Liaisons. As part of these discussions we agreed that an understanding of Indigenous relationships with the environment and geomatics are key skills for this kind of work. Indeed, these are skills that are necessary for all students who intend to undertake archaeological work in Canada.  Cross listing GEOG 2017: Introduction to Geomatics and NATI 2005: Native Kinships with the Environment with Anthropology will enable students pursuing Archaeology to obtain these skills. 

Documentation of support from the Chair of Native Studies and the Chair of Geography is attached to this proposal. 

HISTORY

Motion #13:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive the addition of HIST 2626 Restraining the Hounds of War: Just War, International Law, and Human Rights in Modern International History to the Academic Calendar under HISTORY. 
Motion #14:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive the creation of the new course HIST 3526 Spooks: the Rise of the Secret Security State in the 20th Century to the Academic Calendar under HISTORY. 

Motion #15:
___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive the creation of the new course HIST 2377:  History of Nursing to the Academic Calendar under HISTORY
CLASSICS

Motion #16:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive to approve the addition of CLAS 2706 – The Ancient World in Modern Popular Media - to the list of course offered by the Classical Studies Program at Nipissing University.
Motion #17:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive to approve the addition of CLAS 3426 – Research Tools and Methods in Digital Classics - to the list of courses offered by the Classical Studies Program.

Motion #18:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive to approve the addition of CLAS 4426 – Digital Classics Research Design Project to the list of courses offered by the Classical Studies Program.

Motion #19:

___________________________, seconded by _________________________ that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive to approve a Non-Standalone Certificate in Digital Classics.
Proposal for a Non-Standalone Certificate in Digital Classics

Classical Studies, in conjunction with Computer Science, is seeking to establish a fully online Non-Stand Alone Certificate in Digital Classics. “Digital Classics” refers to the application of computing technologies to the study of ancient histories and cultures, which is a growing area of Classical Studies research. Classical Studies scholars and ancient historians are working in an increasingly digitized environment and are employing a growing variety of digital tools for textual analysis, numismatic study, epigraphical research, and archaeology. The massively expanding array of text and image based technologies
 have allowed Classical scholars to manipulate ever larger volumes of data and to present historical and cultural knowledge in ever more useful and innovative ways. Our long term goal is to scale up our focus on Digital Classics from a Non-Standalone Certificate to a Standalone Certificate, and eventually to a Minor and ultimately a Major in Digital Classics. 

The field of Digital Classics is growing rapidly. At present there exists a PhD program in Digital Classics at King’s College London
 and several major research initiatives in the field exist as well.
 To date, however, there are no degree streams in Digital Classics in Ontario and so Nipissing University has the opportunity to be the first institution to offer a concentration in this growing area of research and pedagogy.

Statement of Academic Merit:

Academic Aims:

The proposed Certificate in Digital Classics has two primary academic aims. The first aim is to allow Classical Studies students enrolled in the certificate program to develop the knowledge and skills necessary for conducting research in an increasingly digital research environment. This will require students to become familiar with the myriad digital research tools that already exist, to develop a proficiency at their use and manipulation for accomplishing specific research goals, and to be able to design their own digital research tools that can be applied to specific problems in Classical Studies scholarship. The second academic aim is to allow students enrolled in the certificate program to acquire transferrable programing skills that will make our graduates more competitive in an ever increasingly digitized employment market. 

Learning Outcomes:

There are five main learning outcomes envisioned for the Certificate in Digital Classics which are as follows:

· a comprehensive knowledge of the histories and cultures of Classical antiquity and their place in the history of Western civilizations more broadly; 

· a basic knowledge of the use, design, and application of digital tools necessary for cultural preservation and historical and cultural reconstruction; 

· an ability to think and write critically; 

· an ability to parse, sort, and evaluate information;

· an ability to engage in interdisciplinary thinking, research, and writing; and 

· an ability to envision, analyze, and produce alternative forms of historical and cultural narrative in a variety communications media. 

Social Relevance:

The evolution of digital culture holds great promise for the democratization of knowledge, but the application of digital technologies to understanding the histories and cultures of the deep past still remains largely in the hands experts and specialists. Moreover, although there are a plethora of online corpora and academic publications, material contained on such sites is still presented in traditional ways (i.e. the scholarly paper or monographs presented and arranged in discipline specific taxonomies). 

Digital technologies are affording people the ability to organize knowledge in a variety of innovative and increasingly integrated ways. An example that nicely illustrates this point is Ancient History GeoVisage (AHGV), developed at Nipissing by Dr. Richard Wenghofer (Classical Studies) and Dr. Mark Wachowiak (Computer Science). AHGV uses GIS technology (GeoVisage) to integrate geographical information, interdisciplinary modern scholarship, ancient material culture, and primary source evidence, organized geospatially rather than by discipline, into a single, coherent platform. Users have the ability to select a specific site, examine the geographical features of the site and access modern scholarship, material culture, and literary evidence relevant to the site at specified periods in its history, thus greatly reducing the need of the user to range over a variety of journals, monographs, and evidence types that are often scattered over a variety of corpora (digital or non-digital). AHGV is thus an example of how digital media can be used to effectively democratize knowledge to the extent that the non-expert, who might lack the research skills and knowledge of the expert, can use it to acquire a detailed and integrated understanding of the deep past. Aside from allowing students the ability to organize historical and cultural knowledge in more integrated and user friendly ways, AHGV also allows the user, in a sense, to experience history in the way in which it unfolded – that is to say in time and space – and not merely on the page. 

A concentration in Digital Classics will allow students the ability to use and develop a variety of digital media to effectively experience the histories and cultures of the deep past in ways that the analytical paper or scholarly monograph simply cannot offer. Film, animation, gaming, and other digital media can be used to create visual and auditory landscapes that allow users to experience the deep past more vividly and will allow students to test their understanding of specific times, places, and events through the creation of media that look and sound authentic but which are nonetheless scholarly reconstructions based on the best available evidence. The ability, in effect, to make the past come alive in a variety of innovative ways will thus not only enhance our students’ understanding of their subject matter, but will allow non-expert users of such media, who might lack the required knowledge and research skills, to experience scholarly reconstructions of an “authentic” past far more vividly.

Finally and perhaps most significantly, we have an obligation as an educational institution to ensure the highest level of digital literacy in our graduates. Digital literacy skills are no longer just valued by employers, they are increasingly expected as a bare minimum. Moreover, given that Classical Studies and Humanities research is occurring in an increasingly digitized environment, we have an obligation to ensure that our graduates possess as a high a level of digital literacy as possible. Indeed, digital technologies have so ensconced themselves in Classical Studies research and pedagogy that there is now growing pressure on Classical Studies researchers and students to acquire the technical and programming skills necessary for both navigating the rapidly expanding digital landscape and developing digital research tools of their own.     

Admission Requirements:

The Certificate in Digital Classics will be open to any Nipissing University student.

Statement of Financial Viability:

The non-standalone certificate in digital classics can be offered with existing resources and will not require any additional funding. 

Curriculum: List of courses (minimum of 15 credits)

COSC 1901 (Required, 3 credits) – Computer Applications for Digital Scholarship: This course examines core concepts and applications for digital scholarship. A primary focus is the creation of easily distributed, text-based digital resources. Context for such distribution is the Web, thus students are required to design and code suitable, standards-based documents using X/HTML and CSS. Extracting information from data will be explored through a number of important concepts in structured problem solving, database management and programming.
COSC 1902 (Required, 3 credits)  – Scripting Applications for Digital Scholarship: Conversion to online delivery): A logical extension of COSC1901 is the addition of website functionality through scripting. To this end, students acquire a useful set of skills by learning to program with JavaScript. Topics include program structure, data types, sequential, conditional and iterative constructs as well as coding, testing and debugging. Application of these skills is accomplished, in part, by creating simple web applications. 

CLAS 2706 (Required, 3 credits)  – The Ancient World in Modern Popular Media (New Online Course): This course will examine the various ways the ancient world is represented on film, in video games, computer animation, graphic novels, and music. Special attention will be paid to how modern media can be used to reconstruct specific aspects of life in the ancient world in ever more vivid and relatable ways for modern students and scholars of antiquity, as well as for the general public. Students will also explore the various alternatives to the traditional narrative or expositional format that modern media can offer. 

CLAS 3426 (Required, 3 credits)  – Research Tools and Methods in Digital Classics (New Online Course): This course will introduce students to the ever-expanding repertoire of digital resources available for ancient history and classical studies scholarship. Students will learn how to create effective research strategies that will make full use of a wide range of already existing digital research tools and will culminate in a project contributing to the development of an online digital map and archive created by Nipissing Faculty known as Ancient History GeoVisage (AHGV).

CLAS 4426 (Required, 3 credits)  – Digital Classics Research Design project (New Online Course): This course will be offered in an independent study format. Students enrolled in this course, in consultation with Classical Studies and Computer Science faculty, will propose and develop their own digital research tool and demonstrate its application to a specific area of ancient history and classical studies research.

PSYCHOLOGY
Motion #20:

__________________________________, seconded by _______________________that ARCC recommend to the Arts and Science Executive that the course description for PSYC 3506: Neuropharmacology be changed as described below.
PSYCH 3506: Neuropharmacology

Current Course Description

Drugs and their effects on neural function are described and evaluated in detail. Although all major pharmacological classes of drugs are reviewed, the main emphasis is on current issues in the biochemical bases of neuropharmacology. The use of pharmacological tools in neuroscience research, including clinical issues and dependence is discussed. The course will also touch on social and historical issues relating to pharmacology. The student should have a basic understanding of chemistry and neuroanatomy. This course may be credited towards Science.

Proposed Course Description
Students examine and discuss aspects of the drug-induced changes in the functioning of the nervous system. Emphasis is placed on providing a description of the cellular and molecular actions of drugs on synaptic transmission using a translational approach from genes to behaviour with reference to specific diseases/conditions. Students are also introduced to the use of Bioinformatic tools and their application to the study of neuroscience is also given. This course may be credited towards Science.
Rationale: 
The updated text clarifies the content delivered in this course and makes the purpose and coverage clearer to prospective students. The voice is also now active and in the present tense.
� Perseus Digital Library, http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/; Thesaurus Linguae Graecae, http://stephanus.tlg.uci.edu/; Livius, http://www.livius.org/; Attalus, http://www.attalus.org/; Epigraphik-Datenbank, http://www.manfredclauss.de/; Corpus Scriptorum Latinorum, http://www.forumromanum.org/literature/; VRoma, http://www.vroma.org/; Kings Visualisation Lab (various Classics-oriented projects, including “Theatres at Pompeii, http://www.kvl.cch.kcl.ac.uk/theatres_pompeii.html). Note that this is but a small selection of the numerous digital resources dedicated to Classical Studies research and pedagogy.  


� King’s College London PhD in Digital Classics, http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/classics/study/pgr/digi.aspx  


� Digital Classics Association, http://dca.drupalgardens.com/; Digital Classics (Sunoikisis), http://www.dh.uni-leipzig.de/wo/courses/summer-semester-20142015/module-digital-classics-sunoikisis/; Digital Classics Online, https://journals.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/index.php/dco/  
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